
Data Used in the Clean Water Action Plan Unified Watershed Assessment

Name of Data Layer:  Migratory Fish Spawning Areas

Definition:  Living Resources indicator that rates watersheds based on the diversity of spawning
habitat for American Shad, Hickory Shad, Alewife, Blueback Herring, White Perch, Striped
Bass, and Yellow Perch.

Data Sources:  MDNR Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Program.

Data Type:  Condition _X_   Stressor ___ Vulnerability _X_   Trend ___ Growth ___ Other ___

Method of Calculation:  The Migratory Fish Spawning Areas Indicator was developed using
MDNR Fisheries Service information and Habitat Requirements for Chesapeake Bay Living
Resources (Funderburk et al. 1991). This indicator scores watersheds based on the number of
migratory fish species (0 - 7) that spawn within the watershed. 

Watershed Scale: Tributary Strategy Region ___ USGS 8 Digit ___ MD 6 Digit ___ 
MD 8 Digit _X_   MD 12 Digit ___ Any ___

Data Custodian:  Marty Hurd (MDNR/RAS/MANTA - 410-260-8604)

Clean Water Goal: Yes ___    No  _X_

Other Natural Resource Goal: Yes _X_   No ____
   If Yes: Benchmark Goal ___  Relative Goal _X_

Assumptions:  __________________________________________________________________

Comments:  Preliminary benchmarks for selecting potential candidate watersheds for Category III
only are: Migratory Fish Spawning Areas Indicator score > 0.
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